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Taking to heart the
last words of the Lord
Jesus, we will go into
the world to proclaim
the Good News to the
whole of creation.
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Gospel Reflection
  Three men were trapped in a dark cellar which had no doors or windows. How did they react to their predicament?
One was a writer who had no faith. He just sat there cursing the darkness. “There’s nothing we can do,” he said
despairingly. “We might as well resign ourselves to our fate.” The second was a very religious man who prayed
for a long time. When he had finished he sat back and waited for a miracle. The third man was a bricklayer, who
was fairly religious but more practical than any of the others. He had a small chisel in his pocket. With the light
of a small candle he had found he chipped away at the wall. The work was slow, monotonous and extremely
tiring. He got dust in his eyes and blisters on his hands. Neither of the other two showed any inclination to help
him. One sat in a far corner smoking. The other sat in another corner praying. Finally, after hours of painful work,
a big stone dislodged itself and light streamed in from the room next door. He began to shout for joy, praising
and thanking God at the same time. His two companions helped him to widen the hole, and eventually all three
crawled through and were free. Here we see three different attitudes to prayer. For the first man it was a waste
of time. Since he had no faith, his attitude was logical. If you don’t believe in God who can you pray to? For the
second, prayer was a substitute for action. So, once he had prayed, he sat back and waited for God to come to
his rescue. A lot of our prayer can be like that, especially when we pray for others. The third man, the bricklayer,
believed in the power of prayer too, but he believed in it, not as a substitute for action, but as an aid to all he
could do. Having prayed, he immediately took whatever action he could. His prayer served the purpose of keeping
up his courage and hope. It also gave him a sense of God’s nearness, and an assurance that God had not
abandoned him.
  In today’s First Reading, the people of Israel journey to the Promised Land. In their struggle they relied on the
faith and the prayers of Moses, their leader, not as an excuse for doing nothing, but as a spur to action, to do the
will of God. And in today’s Gospel Reading, Jesus encourages us to pray continually and never lose heart. So
prayer does and can make a difference. It sustains us and fills us with hope when all around us everything seems
so very difficult. When we turn our thoughts to God, we feel a new strength in ourselves. And faith and prayer
are interconnected. St.Augustine once wrote, “Faith pours out prayer, and the pouring out of prayer sustains and
strengthens faith.” How can we claim that we are followers of God unless we pray to him, unless we spend time
with him? A prayer is answered, not necessarily when we get what we are praying for, but when we are granted
a sense of God’s nearness. The prayer of a person who is sick is answered, not necessarily by becoming well
again, but by gaining a sense that they are close to God and that he loves them. Prayer may not necessarily
change the world for us, but it can give us the strength to face it. When we learn how to pray, we learn not just
how to recite words, but how to open up our hearts to God and to each other. As we continue our journey of faith
let us become people of prayer. Sometimes it simply means sitting in silence with God. Words don’t matter but
simply being in his presence can be the greatest gift that God gives to us each day.

* * * * * * *
   Psalm Response   Our help is in the name of the Lord

Who made heaven and earth.
   Gospel Acclamation May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind,

so that we can see what hope his call holds for us.



PARISH NEWS
Sacred Heart Church – Hindsford

The first Mass at Sacred Heart Church in Hindsford was celebrated
on October 24th 1869, 150 years ago, by the Rev.J.Lennon. To
celebrate this great occasion we will have Mass for all past and
present members of Sacred Heart on Thursday, October 24th at
9.30am. The Mass will be celebrated in St.Richard’s Church.
Please note the slightly later Mass time. This is because some of
the children from Sacred Heart School in Hindsford are going to
join us for Mass on Thursday.

SYNOD 2020 - The Story So Far
Please make sure you take home a Synod leaflet and prayer
card if you have not already done so. As mentioned on the
leaflet, the results of the initial consultation with the people of
the Archdiocese have been published. In his letter Archbishop
Malcolm mentioned that over 20,000 people had responded so
far. So over the next few months we will look at the following
Synod themes:-
● All called and gifted by God
● Sharing the mission of Jesus
● How we pray together
● Building community, nurturing belonging

In the Parish of St John Rigby
For each one of the above themes there will be a listening
session and, in the Parish of St John Rigby, we will present
each theme at the weekend Masses every month, where you
will have an opportunity to share your thoughts and opinions.
So please take one of the leaflets and one of the prayer cards
home with you today.
Announcing the Synod Themes to the Archdiocese Exploration
of Themes in parishes and local communities.
From October 2019 - March 2020.
20th October - 17th November: All called and gifted by God.
In the Parish of St Margaret Clitherow
Synod 2020 Theme 1 – All called and gifted by God.
There are four opportunities for those in St Margaret Clitherow
to be part of the response and proposals arising from each of
the themes announced last Sunday. This is to allow as many
as possible to be part of this important process.
● Sunday 27th October – after tea and coffee in St Ambrose
Hall
● Tuesday 29th October – after tea and coffee in St Ambrose
Hall
● Wednesday 30th October – after the 7pm Mass in Holy
Family church
● Sunday 3rd November – after the 9.30am Mass in Holy
Family church

A reminder that you are welcome to attend any or all of the
SYNOD 2020 talks:-
● 11th November – “Faith & Theology in Later Life” by
Dr.Ros Stuart-Buttle.
● 9th December – “Complex Catholicism” by Stephen
Davies.
There will be more in the New Year. We will publish details of
them at a later date. All talks will take place at Hope University
at 7.30pm. www.synod2020.co.uk/lectures

Sacred Heart Hindley Green Holy Hour
At Sacred Heart Church Hindley Green next Sunday, 27th
October there will be a Holy Hour from 2pm to 3pm, starting
with the Rosary for SPUC.

Child Protection / Safeguarding Children, Young
People and Vulnerable Adults - Hindley Green

The next meeting for the Safeguarding Team will be before
Mass at 6-30pm Monday 28th October for those who missed
the meeting on the 14th. You can drop your forms off together
with your ID (passport, driving licence, utility bill etc.) and then
we can photocopy them and return your original documents to
you.

Sacred Heart Hindley Green Christmas Fair Meeting
The next meeting for the Christmas Fair is Monday 28th
October after Mass.

Feast of All Saints - Holy Day of Obligation
A week on Friday, 1st November is the Solemnity of All Saints
which is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses in St Margaret
Clitherow parish will be as follows:

● 9.15am St Ambrose Barlow,
● 10.15am St Gabriel’s School,
● 7.00pm Holy Family.

New Rotas for St Margaret Clitherow Parish
With the alterations to Mass times and locations it is important
to welcome all parishioners new and old. It is likely that people
who ministered as Eucharistic Ministers, readers, servers, or
in other roles, are now attending different Masses than before.
You are very welcome to continue in those roles. If this is the
case please speak to Fr Paul G, or to one of the following
people:
Saturday 6pm St Ambrose – Damian Roach or Winifred Pendlebury
Sunday 9.30am Holy Family – Liz McDonald (parish administrator)
Sunday 11am St Ambrose – Eucharistic Ministers – Steve Cooper
            Children’s Liturgy – Alison Doctor
         Music – Sandra Dootson or Cath Lees

Children’s Liturgy at Holy Family
Now that there is only one Mass at Holy Family, it is essential
that the Children’s Liturgy is brought back to life. This has not
been regularly possible due to the small number of volunteers
who are DBS cleared, but now there are more people and
young families at the one Mass I invite anyone who can help
once a month to speak to Fr Paul. The more volunteers that
come forward the easier this wonderful ministry helping our
children to encounter the Word of God will become. Thank you
for your generosity.
Fr Paul

40 Hours Adoration (Quarant Ore)
Many thanks to all who prepared Holy Family church and all
who were able to visit the Lord in prayer during a very blessed
three days for our local communities last weekend.

* * * * * * *
The Clocks Go Back at 2.00am Next Sunday,

27th October



Barnabus Project - Manchester
As you know, each year we have a collection of winter clothing
for men and women living on the streets e.g. hats, coats, scarves,
gloves, jeans, jumpers, shoes and socks. Also, new underwear
is appreciated. We are collecting now so that the clothes can be
distributed before the weather gets very cold and it also frees up
space in the churches to accommodate our Advent collections.
If you are able to donate please can you put the items in a bag
labelled BARNABUS PROJECT and leave them in any of the
church porches between now and 27th October after which the
Project people will come to collect them.
Thank you so much for your kindness.

Christmas Cards
S.P.U.C. Charity Christmas Cards: A catalogue giving a
selection of Christmas cards and Advent calendars is available
to view at both Holy Family and St Ambrose Barlow churches.
Orders will be taken up to Sunday 27th October. Payment and
collection will be advised in due course. Thank you for any
support you can give.
HCPT Christmas Cards will be on sale at Holy Family shortly.
Sacred Heart, Hindley Green Repository Shop - Christmas
Cards are now available in the shop at the back of church. There
is a catalogue available if you wish to order other items which
are not displayed.

Reflect
Today’s Gospel reading reminds us that God truly wants to hear our
needs and to respond generously to our needs. God wants us to be
like the persistent widow, staying in relationship with God, confident
that God hears and answers prayers.
Pray
O Lord hear my prayer,
O Lord hear my prayer,
When I call, answer me.
O Lord hear my prayer,
O Lord hear my prayer,
Come and listen to me.
(Taize)

Act
What is your deepest need in your life? Take the time to ask God for
that which you truly need. Do not give up in your quest – God is
listening, he will respond.
Challenge
The world is facing an enormous challenge. We all have a part to
play in protecting the earth. This week, aim to cut back on the
amount of electricity you use by turning off lights when they are not
required.

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS
St Margaret Clitherow

Offertory                £1024.94
Prisoners Advice & Care Trust (PACT) £  166.36

St John Rigby
Offertory               £1102.27
Prisoners Advice & Care Trust (PACT) £  143.25
CAFOD Box (Sacred Heart, Hindley Green) £    18.00

SECOND COLLECTIONS
Today

APF (Missio)
The APF (Association for the Propagation of the Faith, now known
as Missio) has for almost 200 years been supporting world mission.

Today is World Mission Sunday. World Mission
Sunday supports missionaries who work
alongside communities that are poor or in need,
regardless of their background or belief. By
supporting Missio, the Pope’s charity for world
mission, you will help missionaries share the love

of Christ with those most in need. Please pray for the mission of the
Church throughout the world and give what you can. If you are a
taxpayer, please use the Gift Aid envelopes. For more information,
visit missio.org.uk Thank you.

Next Week
Monthly SVP Collection

‘SVP’ stands for ‘St Vincent de Paul’. There is an SVP Group in most
Catholic parishes whose sole purpose is to reach out to those who
are struggling and in need in the community in which we live. The
monthly SVP collection assists us in this ministry. Thank you for the
support you give consistently throughout the year. It really does help
to change lives.

Clergy Addresses
Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, Atherton,
Manchester M46 OAQ
Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane,
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN

Schools
www.athertonsacredheart.wigan.sch.uk

www.boothstownholyfamily.wigan.sch.uk
www.saintambrosebarlow.co.uk
www.saintgabrielsprimary.co.uk
www.saintrichards.wigan.sch.uk

www.Hindleygreensacredheart.co.uk
http://stmaryschs.org.uk/

Finance
All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St Margaret
Clitherow. (Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank you.

Please could all St Margaret Clitherow parish items for the
newsletter be sent to the office at Holy Family or email

margaretclitherow@yahoo.com by Wednesday evening?

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Three Towns in Concert

The Three Towns Operatic Society are performing two nights
in St.Joseph’s Concert Hall on Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd
of November at 7.30pm. The concert features music and songs
from Broadway, the West End, Songs from the shows, popular
and classical music, in a relaxed cabaret setting. Tickets are
priced at £10 each and are available by phoning 01942-605369
or 676594 or from Ratcliffe Sports in Bradshawgate, Leigh.

Sacred Heart Hindley Green Christmas Fair
1st December starting at 12 noon

The next meeting for the Christmas Fair is Monday 28th
October after Mass. Both the church and school will be
collaborating again to create a great event for the whole
community to enjoy while raising some much needed funds. In
order to make this event a success, we need your help!
Are you able to donate some Christmas crafts/gifts to sell on
our stalls? Or bake some cakes for the cake stall? Raffle tickets
will soon be on sale at the back of church, prizes include an
Afternoon Tea for Two, some fantastic Christmas hampers and
a 3 month gym subscription plus many more. Don’t miss out!

Sacred Heart Hindley Green Club (Behind the Church)
Bingo: Tues + Sun at 9:00pm        Concerts every Saturday

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Function room available for hire.



READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year

First Reading – Ecclesiasticus 35:15-17,20-22
God shows no partiality for the rich and powerful, but listens to the humble
prayer of the just and the lowly.
Second Reading – 2 Timothy 4:6-9
Paul, a prisoner in Rome, feels that his death is drawing near. But his
confidence is unshaken and his hope of the “Crown of Glory” is bright.
Gospel Reading – Luke 18:9-14
We hear Jesus share the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector.

All Cancer Patients
Anelyse Lewis
Anne Broad
Arthur Leggett
Baby George
Baby Grace
Baby Luke
Bernard O’Donnell
Brenda Southern
Bridie Molyneux
Catherine Jones
Christopher Browne
Clare Barlow
Clifford Browne
Eddie Shaw
Elizabeth Hulmes
Emma Oldham
Enid Kenwright
Freda Peake
Gerald Hackett
Guy Ryan
Hannah Delargy
 Irene McIntyre
Jack Rothwell
Jean Tchibukdjian
Jennifer Langin
Jess Garrett
Jessie Lucas
Joan Wilkinson
John Neary
John Wall
Kathy Kenyon
Margaret Case
Margaret Dawson
Margaret Ross
Margaret Wall
Marjorie Price
Mary Bird
Mary Tiernan
Maureen Halliday
Michael Wright
Rev Jim Melia
Sandra Jones
Shelagh Welsby
Stephen Howell
Terence Flanagan
Terry Barlow
Thelma Humble
Theresa Stanley
Wyn Wright
Yvonne Mellin
Joan Baines
Michael Gallagher
Joyce Gorton
Jimmy Rafferty
Jean Rafferty
Eileen Watkinson
Eileen McAlister
Elsie Byron
Maureen Blears
Bridie Phillips
Robert Barron
Jean Culkin
Martin Culkin
John Atkins
Anne Murphy
Doreen Smith
Jedd Balmer
Joan Cave
Nora Smith

Please pray for
those who are Sick

LATELY DEAD
Please pray for
those who have
died recently:

Margaret Escobar
Simon Paul Mamoun

Marjorie Price
John McKiernan

Eileen McKiernan
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,

and let perpetual light shine upon
them. May they rest in peace. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday Confessions after 10.00am Mass at Holy Family

 & after both 6.00pm Masses in St Ambrose and St Richard’s.
Friday Confessions, 7.30pm at Sacred Heart, Hindsford.

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment.

Week Beginning
20th October Holy Family St. Ambrose

Barlow St. Richard’s Sacred Heart
Hindley Green

SUNDAY 9.30 am
Joan Mary Higgins

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Joan Thompson

11.00 am
David, Gerard &

John Smith

(Sat) 6.30 pm
Padraig Fahy

9.30 am
Gerald Riley

(Sat) 5.00 pm
Mary Theresa

Crompton

MONDAY 7.00 pm
Mrs. E Flynn

(Birthday)

TUESDAY
9.15 am

Special Intention
9.15 am

Mass at St Ambrose
Barlow

9.15 am
Frank Scott

WEDNESDAY 6.00 pm
Michael Kenny

Please note earlier
time for this week

9.00 - 10.00 am
Exposition of the

Blessed Sacrament

10.00 am
Thomas O’Connell

THURSDAY
10.00 am

Doris Conlan
9.30 am

Deceased
Members of Sacred

Heart, Hindsford
No Service

FRIDAY No Mass today
7.00 pm

People of the
Parish

Confessions
7.30pm

SATURDAY

10.00 am
Anne Marie

Burfield

10.00 am
Exposition & Rosary

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Mike Ward

(Sat) 6.30 pm
 John McKiernan

(Sat) 5.00 pm
Elizabeth Cooke

NEXT SUNDAY
9.30 am

Kathleen Roddy 11.00 am
Betty Unsworth

9.30 am
Terry Bibby

BAPTISMS
We welcome into our family of Faith

Tyler Harris
Violet Heaton

May God bless them
& their families.

Anniversaries (Sacred Heart, Hindley Green)

Joseph Webster, Margaret Simpson, Ann Johnson, Ellen Ann Healey, Jack Young,
Joseph Taylor, Fr. Gerard Bone


